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SEASONAL (GREETING

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CoOLLECT OF THE DAy

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal glory; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FirsT READING
Acts 8:26-40

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. # And

he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship ?® and was returning, seated in his chariot,
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. ? And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over
and join this chariot.” 3° So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 3' And he said,
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and
sit with him. 3> Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is
silent, so he opens not his mouth. 3 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

3% And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” ¥ Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

3¢ And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eu-
nuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 3 And
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water,
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. ¥ And when they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him
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no more, and went on his way rejoicing. #* But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came
to Caesarea.

OR
Deuteronomy 4:32-40

“For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day
that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the
other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard
of. 3 Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of
the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 3* Or has any god ever attempted to
go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, by
signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and
by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt
before your eyes? * To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD
is God; there is no other besides him. 3¢ Out of heaven he let you hear his voice,
that he might discipline you. And on earth he let you see his great fire, and

you heard his words out of the midst of the fire. 3 And because he loved your
fathers and chose their offspring after them and brought you out of Egypt with
his own presence, by his great power, *® driving out before you nations greater
and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheri-
tance, as it is this day, 3 know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that

the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.
40 Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I com-
mand you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you,
and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is

giving you for all time.”

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALTER VERSES

(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 66:1-11 or 66:1-8

! Be joyful in God, all you lands; *
sing praises to the honor of his Name; make his praise to be glorious.

%2 Say to God, “How wonderful are your works; *
through the greatness of your power shall your enemies cower before you.
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For all the world shall worship you, *
sing to you, and praise your Name.”

O come and see the works of God, *
how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.

He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot; *
therefore in him let us rejoice.

[

He rules with his power for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; *
let not the rebellious exalt themselves.

N

Bless our God, you peoples, *
and make the voice of his praise to be heard,

Who holds our soul in life, *

and does not allow our feet to slip.

-]

(°For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us, as silver is tried.

“You brought us into the snare *
and laid trouble upon our backs.

" You allowed men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of plenty. )

New TESTAMENT READING
1 John 3:(11-17)18-24

( For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another. 2 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one
and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds
were evil and his brother's righteous. > Do not be surprised, brothers, that the
world hates you. * We know that we have passed out of death into life, because
we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. ' Everyone who
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. 7 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide
in him? ) '® Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in
truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before
him; ?° for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
he knows everything. ** Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we
keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 2* And this is his command-
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ment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another,
just as he has commanded us. 2* Whoever keeps his commandments abides in

God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit

whom he has given us.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: ~ Thanks be to God.

Tue HoLy GOsPEL

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 14:15-21

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *® And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 7 even the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18 “T will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. ** Yet a little while and

the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will
live. 2° In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I
in you. 2! Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and
manifest myself to him.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OFFERTORY AND PosT-COMMUNION SENTENCES

(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

PROPER PREFACE

Easter

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us,

and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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