
AFTER PENTECOSTAFTER PENTECOST
(CHRIST THE KING)

SUNDAY FROM  
NOVEMBER 20 TO NOVEMBER 26
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Year A

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in 
your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully 
grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be 
freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 34:11-20
“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when 
he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 
them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I 
will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them 
lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 
the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice.
17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge be-
tween sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 18 Is it not enough 
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for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your 
feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must 
muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat 
what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have mud-
died with your feet?
20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the 
Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At ser-
vices where there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be 
said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 95
1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD; * 

let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
3 For the LORD is a great God * 

and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are all the depths of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands prepared the dry land. 
6 O come, let us worship and fall down, * 

and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
7 For he is our God, *  

and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
8 Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts * 

as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilder-
ness, 

9 When your fathers tested me, * 
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my works. 
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10 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation and said, *  
“It is a people that err in their hearts, for they have not known my 
ways,”

11 Of whom I swore in my wrath * 
that they should not enter into my rest.

New Testament Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes 
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroy-
ing every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until 
he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be de-
stroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his 
feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that 
he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all 
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected 
to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all 
in all.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. 

Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on 
his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the king-
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm 
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken 
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when 
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the 
King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then 
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister 
to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eter-
nal life.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the cele-
brant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Christ the King
Through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords; for you have seated him at your right hand in glory, and 
put all things in subjection under his feet, that he may present them to 
you, O Father, perfectly restored in beauty, truth, and love.


