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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant Blessed be God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAy

Set us free, loving Father, from the bondage of our sins, and in
your goodness and mercy give us the liberty of that abundant life
which you have made known to us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Malachi 3:6-12

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of
Jacob, are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you have
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to
me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say,
‘How shall we return?” # Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing
me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?” In your tithes and
contributions. ? You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing
me, the whole nation of you. '° Bring the full tithe into the store-
house, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no
more need. ' I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not
destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not
fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. !* Then all nations will call
you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.
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Reader:  'The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALTER VERSES

(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle
and the Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for the
Gospel. At services where there is a hymn or canticle before the Gos-
pel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle,
the people seated.)

Psalm 96

' O sing unto the LORD a new song; *
sing unto the LORD, all the whole earth.

2 Sing unto the LORD and praise his Name; *
tell of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his honor to the nations, *
and his wonders to all peoples.

* For the LORD is great, and highly to be praised; *

he is more to be feared than all gods.

> As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

¢ Glory and majesty are before him; *
power and honor are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe unto the LORD, O you families of the peoples, *
ascribe unto the LORD worship and power.

8 Ascribe unto the LORD the honor due unto his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

? O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *

let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

19Tell it out among the nations, “The LORD is King; *
it is he who has made the world so firm that it cannot be

moved; he shall judge the peoples righteously.”

""Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; *
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let the sea make a noise, and all that is therein.

2Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; *
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LORD.

BFor he comes, for he comes to judge the earth, *
and with righteousness to judge the world, and the peoples
with his truth.

New TESTAMENT READING
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mention-
ing you in our prayers, * remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers loved by God, that
he has chosen you, ® because our gospel came to you not only in
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full con-
viction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you
for your sake. ¢ And you became imitators of us and of the Lord,
for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the
Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For not only has the word of the
Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your
faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything. ? For they themselves report concerning us the kind of
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God, '° and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to come.

Reader:  'The word of the Lord.
People: 'Thanks be to God.

T HoLy GOSPEL



Deacon:  'The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according
to St. Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 22:15-22

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his
words. '® And they sent their disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's
opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. ' Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” '® But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you
hypocrites? ' Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. 2° And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and
inscription is this?” ! They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them,
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to
God the things that are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they mar-
veled. And they left him and went away.

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
OFFERTORY AND POST-COMMUNION SENTENCES

(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the
celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

PROPER PREFACE
The Lord’s Day

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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