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Year A

AFTER PENTECOSTAFTER PENTECOST
PROPER 3 – THE SUNDAY FROM

MAY 22 TO  MAY 28
(Trinitytide)

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
People 	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect of the Day
O Lord, we entreat you mercifully to hear us, and grant that we, to whom you 
have given the desire to pray, may by your mighty aid be defended and com-
forted in all our adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading
Isaiah 49:8-18(19-23)
Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of salva-
tion I have helped you; I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, 
to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages, 9 saying to the prison-
ers, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed along 
the ways; on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 10 they shall not hunger or 
thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity 
on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. 11 And I will 
make all my mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. 12 Behold, 
these shall come from afar, and behold, these from the north and from the west, 
and these from the land of Syene.”
13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into 
singing! For the LORD has comforted his people and will have compassion on 
his afflicted.
14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.”
15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion 
on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 16 Be-
hold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually 
before me. 17 Your builders make haste; your destroyers and those who laid you 
waste go out from you. 18 Lift up your eyes around and see; they all gather, 
they come to you. As I live, declares the LORD, you shall put them all on as an 
ornament; you shall bind them on as a bride does. 
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( 19 “Surely your waste and your desolate places and your devastated land—
surely now you will be too narrow for your inhabitants, and those who swal-
lowed you up will be far away. 20 The children of your bereavement will yet say 
in your ears: ‘The place is too narrow for me; make room for me to dwell in.’ 
21 Then you will say in your heart: ‘Who has borne me these? I was bereaved 
and barren, exiled and put away, but who has brought up these? Behold, I was 
left alone; from where have these come?’”
22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations, and 
raise my signal to the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their arms, and 
your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. 23 Kings shall be your foster 
fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground 
they shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you will know 
that I am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.” )
Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, 
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At services where 
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the 
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 62
1	 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

from him comes my salvation. 
2	 He truly is my strength and my salvation; * 

he is my defense, so that I shall not be greatly shaken. 
3	 How long will you assail a man to crush him, all of you together, *  

as if you were a tottering wall or a broken fence? 
4	 Their plan is only to bring down the one whom God has exalted; *  

their delight is in lies; they bless with their mouth, but curse with their 
heart.

5	 Nevertheless, for God alone my soul in silence waits, * 
for my hope is in him. 

6	 He truly is my strength and my salvation; * 
he is my defense, so that I shall not fall. 

7	 In God is my help and my glory; * 
he is the rock of my might, and in him is my trust. 

8	 O put your trust in him always, you people; * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our hope.
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9	 As for the children of men, they are but a breath; * 
the children of men are deceitful; upon the scales, they are altogether light-
er than a breath. 

10	O trust not in oppression; put not vain hopes in robbery; * 
if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 

11	One thing has God spoken; indeed, two things have I heard him say: * 
that power belongs to our God; 

12	And that you, O Lord, are merciful, * 
for you reward everyone according to his work.

New Testament Reading 
1 Corinthians 4:1-13
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or 
by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not aware 
of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the 
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation 
from God.
6 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, 
that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you 
may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7 For who sees anything dif-
ferent in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 
it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?
8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you 
have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the 
rule with you! 9 For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like 
men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. 
We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 
11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted 
and homeless, 12 and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, 
we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 13 when slandered, we entreat. We have 
become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.
Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm 
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken 
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. 
Matthew.

People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 6:24-34
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: 
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious 
for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
Deacon:	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or 
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
The Lord’s Day
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.


