CONFESSION OF
ST. PETER
(JANUARY 18)

Holy Day

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant I will make you as a light for the nations,
People That my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.
Isaiah 49:6

Collect of the Day
Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the
apostles, to confess Jesus as Messiah and Son of the living God:
Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this faith, that in
unity and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the
one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 4:8-13
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of
the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and
to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which
has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”
1

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 		
People: Thanks be to God.
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Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle
and the Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for
the Gospel. At services where there is a hymn or canticle before the
Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and
Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 23
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The LORD is my shepherd; *
therefore I can lack nothing.
He shall feed me in green pastures *
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
He shall refresh my soul *
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his
Name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.
You shall prepare a table before me, in the presence of those
who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be
full.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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Epistle Reading
1 Peter 5:1-11
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory
that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that
is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but
willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but
eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you
who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all
of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
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Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God
so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according
to St. Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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Matthew 16:13-19
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who
is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by
the celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the
day.)

Proper Preface
Apostles and Ordinations
Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach
the Gospel and to teach all nations, and promised to be with
them always, even to the end of the ages.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
4

