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Year C

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER

GOOD SHEPHERD

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant	 Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People	 The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
O God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd of your people: Grant 
that, when we hear his voice, we may know him ho calls us each by name, and 
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading

Acts 13:14b-16, 26-39
And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After 
the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a 
message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for 
the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen.
26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in 
Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand 
the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by 
condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, 
they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all 
that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a 
tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared 
to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now 
his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God 
promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising 
Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, “‘You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you.’
34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to 



 2  

corruption, he has spoken in this way, “‘I will give you the holy and sure bless-
ings of David.’
35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, “‘You will not let your Holy One see 
corruption.’
36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell 
asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 37 but he whom God 
raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, 
that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him 
everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be 
freed by the law of Moses.

OR
Numbers 27:12-23
The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of Abarim and see the 
land that I have given to the people of Israel. 13 When you have seen it, you 
also shall be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 14 because 
you rebelled against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the congregation 
quarreled, failing to uphold me as holy at the waters before their eyes.” (These 
are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15 Moses spoke 
to the LORD, saying, 16 “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
appoint a man over the congregation 17 who shall go out before them and come 
in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congrega-
tion of the LORD may not be as sheep that have no shepherd.” 18 So the LORD 
said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and 
lay your hand on him. 19 Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the 
congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight. 20 You shall invest 
him with some of your authority, that all the congregation of the people of Is-
rael may obey. 21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire 
for him by the judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his word they shall 
go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people of Israel 
with him, the whole congregation.” 22 And Moses did as the LORD command-
ed him. He took Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and the 
whole congregation, 23 and he laid his hands on him and commissioned him as 
the LORD directed through Moses.

Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 		
People:	 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, 
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At services where 
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the 
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 100
1	 O be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *  

serve the LORD with gladness, and come before his presence with a song. 
2	 Be assured that the LORD, he is God; * 

it is he that has made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture.

3	 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise; * 
be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 

4	 For the LORD is gracious, his mercy is everlasting, *  
and his truth endures from generation to generation.

New Testament Reading 
Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And 
he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm 
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken 
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will 
be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John.
People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 10:22-30 
At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the 
Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear wit-
ness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

Deacon:	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or 
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Easter

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord: for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.  


