demned. 7 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in
my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any
deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the
sick, and they will recover.”

¥ So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken
up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. ** And they
went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with
them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OFFERTORY AND PosT-COMMUNION SENTENCES

(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the
celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

PROPER PREFACE
Easter

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb,
who was offered for us, and has taken away the sin of the world;
who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again

has won for us everlasting life.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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SEASONAL (GREETING

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the dominion of sin
and death, and brought us into the kingdom of your beloved Son:
Grant that, as by his death he has called us to life, so by his love he
may raise us to eternal joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FirsT READING
Acts 4:1-22

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain
of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, ? greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. ? And they arrested them and put them
in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. * But many

of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the

men came to about five thousand.

> On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered to-
gether in Jerusalem, ¢ with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and
John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.

7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By
what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,
? if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to

a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, ' let it
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be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you
well. ' This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the cornerstone. ' And there is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were aston-
ished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. * But
seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had
nothing to say in opposition. '> But when they had commanded
them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, ¢ say-
ing, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has
been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 7 But in order that it may spread
no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to
anyone in this name.” '® So they called them and charged them not
to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. ' But Peter and John
answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to
you rather than to God, you must judge, ?° for we cannot but speak
of what we have seen and heard.” ' And when they had further
threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them,
because of the people, for all were praising God for what had hap-
pened. ?* For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed
was more than forty years old.

Reader:  The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALTER VERSES

(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and
the Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.
At services where there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm
might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)
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Psalm 118:14-18

*The LORD is my strength and my song, *
and has become my salvation.

5The voice of joy and deliverance is in the dwellings of the righ-
teous; *

the right hand of the LORD brings mighty things to pass.

16'The right hand of the LORD is exalted; *
the right hand of the Lord brings mighty things to pass.

171 shall not die, but live, *

and declare the works of the LORD.

18The LORD has chastened and corrected me, *
but he has not given me over to death.

Tae Hory GospEL
Deacon:  'The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to

St. Mark.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Mark 16:9-20

Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven de-
mons. '° She went and told those who had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. ' But when they heard that he was alive and
had been seen by her, they would not believe it.

12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as
they were walking into the country. '* And they went back and told
the rest, but they did not believe them.

" Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were re-
clining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hard-
ness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him af-
ter he had risen. ® And he said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. ' Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be con-

3



