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Holy Day

HOLY INNOCENTSHOLY INNOCENTS
DECEMBER 28

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant	For unto us a child is born,
People	 Unto us a son is given.
Isaiah 9:6

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, out of the mouths of children you manifest 
your truth, and by the death of the Holy Innocents at the 
hands of evil tyrants you show your strength in our weak-
ness: We ask you to mortify all that is evil within us, and so 
strengthen us by your grace, that we may glorify your holy 
Name by the innocence of our lives and the constancy of our 
faith even unto death; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
died for us and now lives with you and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen.

Old Testament Reading 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation 
and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she 
refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no 
more.” 16 Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weep-
ing, and your eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your 
work, declares the LORD, and they shall come back from the 
land of the enemy. 17 There is hope for your future, declares the 
LORD, and your children shall come back to their own coun-
try.
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Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 		
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epis-
tle and the Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation 
for the Gospel.  At services where there is a hymn or canticle before 
the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament 
and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 124
1	 If the LORD himself had not been on our side, now may 

Israel say: *
if the LORD himself had not been on our side, when men 
rose up against us,

2	Then would they have swallowed us up alive, * 
when they were so wrathfully displeased with us; 

3	Then the waters would have drowned us, and the torrent 
gone over us; * 

then the raging waters would have gone clean over us. 
4	But praised be the LORD, * 

who has not given us over to be prey for their teeth. 
5	We escaped like a bird out of the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have been delivered. 
6	Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth.

Second Reading
Revelation 21:1-7 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 



 3  

2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourn-
ing, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.”
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water 
of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this 
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.
Reader:	 The word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

according to  
St. Matthew.

People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 2:13-18
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child 
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 
14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night 
and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death 
of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
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prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 
wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had ascer-
tained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spo-
ken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamenta-
tion, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be com-
forted, because they are no more.”
Deacon:	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen 
by the celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of 
the day.)

Proper Preface
Christmas
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 
us; who, by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary his moth-
er, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, that we 
might be cleansed from sin and given the right to become your 
children.


